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standing the miseries they had endured, the captain resolved
on another voyage to Guinea, in which' Burk accompanied
him. Having purchased a number of slaves they set sail
for the West India islands, but during the voyage the
negroes concerted a scheme to make themselves masters of
the ship, and would probably have carried it into execution
but that one of their associates betrayed them; in conse-
quence of which they were more strictly confined than they
had hitherto been.

Burk sailed from the West Indies to England, where he
entered on board a man-of-war and sailed up the Baltic,
and afterwards to Archangel, to the north of Russia, where
his sufferings from the extremity of the cold and other cir-
cumstances were so severe that on his return to England he
determined to abandon the life of a sailor.

Being now quite out of all honest methods of getting
his bread, he took to robbing passengers in and near
Stepney; but he continued his depredations on the public
only for a short time, being apprehended for committing
the fourth robbery.

He was indicted at the sessions held at the Old Bailey
in February, 1723, for robbing William Fitzer on the
highway, and again, on the same day, for robbing James
Westwood; and being found guilty on both indictments
he received sentence of death.

There was something remarkably cruel in the conduct
of this malefactor, for he carried a hedge-bill with him, to
terrify the persons he stopped; and one old man hesitating
to comply with his demand, he cut him so that he fell to
the ground.

After conviction he became sensible of the enormity of
his crimes, received the Sacrament with great devotion, and
declared that if he obtained mercy from God it must be
through the merits of Jesus Christ,

He was executed at Tyburn, on the 8th of April, 1723,
in the twenty-third year of his age.
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